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2025 BY THE NUMBERS

454+ Small Businesses Impacted 
$136K+ Business Funding
Awarded
Over 300 Pitch Black Attendees 

Over 278 Gratitude Gala
Attendees
20K in Scholarships Awarded
25K+ Total Individuals Impacted
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ABOUT PITCH BLACK
Pitch Black is a dynamic conference strategically crafted to fuel entrepreneurship across diverse
communities in the Midwest. Our event showcases prominent speakers, a business exposition, and an
exciting business pitch competition. The competition is specifically tailored to offer a platform for
emerging BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and People of Color) as well as immigrant and refugee
entrepreneurs to showcase their innovative ideas. Participants have the opportunity to compete for a
grand prize of up to $15,000, complemented by invaluable in technical assistance surpassing $40,000.
This support extends to essential services such as marketing, legal, and accounting, providing crucial
assistance for their ventures.

A groundbreaking initiative, Pitch Black, is committed to nurturing entrepreneurship and fortifying
businesses. By facilitating connections between emerging entrepreneurs and potential investors,
mentors, and essential resources, our conference strives to invigorate economic growth and champion
diversity in the local economy.

We invite you to partner with the MAC and Pitch Black in championing entrepreneurship within black
and minority communities in Nebraska and the broader Midwest. Your involvement as a business or
community partner is crucial to realizing the success of this endeavor. Let's collaborate to make a
lasting impact together.



WHY IT MATTERS
Sponsoring Pitch Black is a powerful way to strengthen the business landscape and support the next
generation of growing companies. Your investment gives emerging founders access to essential
resources including strategic coaching, practical business training, financial guidance, and the support
needed to compete and thrive. It also fuels the MAC Xcelerator, a respected 12 week program that
prepares entrepreneurs to scale with confidence.

Partnering with Pitch Black elevates your brand within a community of forward thinking leaders and
influencers. Sponsors gain strong visibility, priority access to innovative companies, and meaningful
engagement with decision makers who are shaping the economic future of our region. This is an
opportunity to position your organization at the forefront of innovation, growth, and regional
competitiveness.

The results speak for themselves. In 2025, Orlanda Whitfield, founder of Still Poppin Gourmet Popcorn,
earned the top prize of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) after standing out among thirty six (36)
applicants. Her story reflects the impact of Pitch Black in helping founders strengthen their business
models, gain exposure, and unlock new opportunities. When you sponsor Pitch Black, you are investing in
real success stories and driving measurable progress for our local economy.

THEME: CULTURE. CAPITAL. CHANGE.

Culture: Our stories
shape our brands

Capital: Financial and
social resources fuel
growth

Change: Economic
empowerment transforms
communities
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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Sponsorship Tier Amount Benefits

Accelerator Platinum $25,000

Premium branding on event materials
Employee engagement opportunities (judging, panels, volunteering, etc.)
Media mentions in press releases and social media
Name on MAC Foundation Scholarship Awards
Speaking role: Opportunity to present an award or participate in panel
discussions
Consulting corner and vendor opportunities at Pitch Black Conference
Invitation to Ubuntu Mixer
VIP table for 10 at both Pitch Black Conference and Gratitude Gala.

Gold Sponsor $15,000

Gold Sponsor for both events
Employee engagement opportunities (judging, panels, fireside chats,
volunteers)
Logo placement on event materials and digital marketing
Media mentions in press releases and social media
Consulting corner and vendor opportunity at Pitch Black Conference
Invitation to Ubuntu Mixer
Table for 10 at Pitch Black Conference and Gratitude Gala

Silver Sponsor $7,500

Silver Sponsor for both events
Logo placement on event materials and digital marketing
Employee engagement opportunities (fireside chats, volunteers, panels)
Consulting corner and vendor opportunities at Pitch Black Conference
Invitation to Ubuntu Mixer
Table for 10 at Pitch Black Conference and 6 registrations for the Gratitude
Gala

Copper Sponsor $2,500

Copper Sponsor for both events
Logo placement on event materials and digital marketing
Employee engagement opportunities (volunteers)
Vendor engagement opportunities at Pitch Black Conference
Invitation to Ubuntu Mixer
4 registrations for both Pitch Black Conference and Gratitude Gala

Ubuntu Mixer Sponsor $5,000 Branded cocktail; speaking opportunity; signage, 4 tickets for Pitch Black
Conference

EGA Pitch Sponsor $5,000 Official Sponsor of the EGA Pitch at Afrofest, with brand visibility, judging
opportunity, and direct access to participating entrepreneurs.

QUESTIONS ABOUT SPONSORSHIP? 
Contact us at Karine@midlandsafricanchamber.com or call us at 402-881-0343. The Midlands African Chamber, Inc. is,

a 501(C6) organization, EIN 85-1935551.
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454‌
BUSINESS

‌SUPPORTED

$1.14 M‌
INVESTED IN

‌COMMUNITY

4.9M‌
BUSINESS
FUNDED

130‌
JOBS

CREATED

FIVE YEARS
OF‌
IMPACT‌

BUILDING A MORE INCLUSIVE FUTURE
Pitch Black continues to show that when underserved entrepreneurs and small businesses gain access to
capital, training, and trusted networks, they generate meaningful economic impact for their
communities and the broader region. By expanding opportunity and removing barriers, the program
helps founders strengthen their businesses, create jobs, and contribute to a more vibrant and resilient
local economy.

As we look ahead to Pitch Black 2026, the Midlands African Chamber remains focused on building an
inclusive entrepreneurial ecosystem where diverse business owners can start, grow, and thrive. Through
strategic partnerships, year-round support, and a commitment to equity, MAC is working to expand
pathways to capital, enhance technical assistance, and drive long-term economic mobility across
Nebraska and the Midwest.

Expanding access to capital for
underserved and emerging founders
Strengthening growth-stage businesses
through tailored technical support
Advancing Nebraska’s innovation and
entrepreneurship economy

Creating stronger pathways for job
creation and economic mobility
Building long-term foundations for
generational wealth development
Fueling a more inclusive and equitable
regional business ecosystem
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GET SOCIAL WITH USCONTACT US

www.midlandsafricanchamber.com

(402) 881-0343

Karine@midlandsafricanchamber.com

7930 Blondo St. Suite 100, Omaha, NE 68134
At MAC We Pitch Black! DO YOU?

THANK YOU

SAVE THE DATE

MAY 2, 2026

Register Now! Become a Sponsor at www.wepitchblack.com


